370 LETTERS OF TIPTOFT AND NEVILLE October

Letters of John Tiptoft, earl of Worcester, and Archbishop
Neville to the University of Oxford

T'HE letters printed here are taken from a register, which belonged
to Archbishop Warham, in the library of Corpus Christi College,
Cambridge.! Less correct transcripts of the two letters of
Archbishop Neville are inserted on the front fly-leaf of & copy
of Charles Maneken’s Epistolares formulae (Louvain, 1476) in
the John Rylands Library, Manchester.! None of the.letters
are entered in Register F in the university archives which was
edited by Mr. Anstey in 1898 for the Oxford Historical Society,
which, however, seems to contain the answer to no. i and the
letter to which no. iii is the answer. The year of Tiptoft’s letter
from Padus is given as 1468 in the margin (in a later hand),
which could only be old style, for the earl was in Ireland in January
1468. But, though 1469 is a blank year i his biography, there
are serious objections to the supposition that he spent it in Italy.
The terms of the letter point rather to 1460, when he is known
to have been living at Padua? His allusion to the political
troubles in England and the uncertainty of his return thither
is only intelligible at the earlier date. The recommendation to
study Latin as an aid to diplomatic employment perhaps contains
a reference to his own appointments as °Orator et nuncius
specialis ’ to Pope Calixtus IIT in 14567 and to the council of
Mantus in 1469. These indications of earlier date than that
assigned in the manuscript are confirmed by the existence in
Register F of a letter dated 1 April 1460, which, though
without address, is clearly to Tiptoft, and almost certainly the
answer of the university to that here printed. It refers to ‘tua
in nos nuperrima largitas ’, mentions °tua Patavia ’, and seems
to quote from the letter in the passage ‘ quod non solum apud
Italos quos omnis eloquentie principes ais ', &c.*

The error in the date may perhaps be traced to approximation
to those of Neville’s letters. The archbishop’s first letter is dated
in the margin, apparently by the scribe who entered it, ‘ano
domini 1469°'. His second has not the year supplied, but it
must be either 1470 or 1471, for after the latter year he was never
again at Westminster in November until 1476, which seems too
late. The letter in which the university begged his help in
recovering the books which Tiptoft had given, the value of

' 423, nos. 42, 43, 4, fI. 45-8.

= Press-mark 17278, I am indebted to M. Fawtler for aid in deciphering these
transcripts and to Mr. Strickland Gibson of the Bodleian Library for the loan of

rotographs of the Corpus register.

* Laland, Commentarii de Scriploribus Brilannicia (1709), il 478; Dict. of Nat,
Hiog. lvi. 413.

¢ Epistolae Academicge ()ron., ed. Anstey, no. 239 (ii. 354).
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which they estimated at about 500 marks! was written on
5 November 1470, eightéen days after the earl’s execution, and
if Neville was able to announce his success in securing the books
(save those in Ireland) within a fortnight, he must have been very
expeditious. The absence in his letter of any reference to the
university’s appesl rather points to & later date.

The post for which the archbishop gave Robert Canon so
strong & recommendstion was probably that of bedel, if John
Cane (or Caine) is the same person as the John Came (or Casm)
who was appointed to that office in 1433 and ocours es late
as 1457° The identification seems to be made practically
certain by s letter from Edward IV to the university commsanding
it not to proceed to the election of & bedel until the coming of
the archbishop of York, their chancellor.* Nothing is known of
Canon. It isa little disappointing to find from notes prefixed (in
s different hand) to the two letters in the John Rylands volume
that Archbishop Neville was not responsible for their latinity.
The first was written by the archdeacon of Richmond,* who was
John Shirwood, afterwards bishop of Durham, and the second by
an unidentified fellow of Balliol College, named Bulkie.® But
though they do not raise the previous estimate of Neville's
learning, they supply interesting confirmation of his attachment
to the university and his literary tastes. James Tarr.

1
MS. C.C.C.C. 423, ff. 86-6v, -
He litere misse sunt ad vniuersitatem Oxonie a comite Wygornie.
Amplissimo viro domino cancellario Oxonie necnon vniuersitati colendis-

t Ibid. no. 258 (ii. 389). No. 260 is an appesl to Walter Liyhert, bishop of Norwich,
to sid them in building, inter alia, & now library, as thoy have no place saitable to
house Tiptoft's books.

* Munimenia Academica Oxzon. (Rolla Series) ii. 321. s Jbid. pp. 667-8.
* The letter runs as follows :
* To owre trusty and wellobelouyd the Comissarie p s regens and non regentis

off owre vniuersite off Oxforde.

* Trusty and wellebelouyd we greto yow wello and where we vnderstond that a grette
diuision is lately i g yow for thelection off a bedille and therupon incon-
uanientes (1) be” dowtyd to falle withoute the more hasty remedye be prouidid.
We therfore strytly charge and commande yow to se that the mater off the sayd
leotion abyde in susp in any wise vnto the comyng thyder off the most reuerend
fader in godde and owre ryght entierly belouyd coeyn tharchbyssbop off Yorke yowre
chawncelor whych by goddis mercy shalle not fayle to be with yow for that cause
by the feste off Saint Hillary nexte commyng to ordayne and set due redresse in the
same and that yo putto yow in vitermoet devovre and se that owre peace be surely
kept in the mean tyme 88 yo wol ansuere vuto vs at yowre peryl. Yevyn vnder owre
signot at owro Palois off Westminater the xv day off decembyr.’ (MS. 423, C.C.C.
Cambridge, fo. 37.)

* * Epistol issa par prencbilem [virum) archiepiscopum Eboracensem
Goorgium Navil, ex positions tamen magistri mei archidisconi Rich di-grauis.
8imo,’ eto. (asin heading).

¢ * Ex compositione Magistri' Bulkis quondam socii collegii de Balliolo.’
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162 CARDINALE DI GIRONA.

vanni Margheriti; e domando il dottore, in chi ella fu rimessa,
quello ch’ egli aveva a rispondere. Disse, avere veduto questo
caso, e che di ragione egli' I’ aveva potuto fare. Turbossi assai
il re @i questa risposta, parendogli che costui tenesse mano a
questo inganno. Istette alquanto sopra di sé; di poi si volse, e

. disse che condannava il rettore di Zamora a Testituire ogni cosa
a questo gentile uomo, e piu, tutte le spese che aveva fatto nel
tempo che v’ era statoa sollecitare. le sua ragioni. Di poi con-
dannava il dottore alle forche per questo inganno che aveva
fatto. Di poi si volse a quello. dottore in chi ella fu rimessa, e
disse : io ti gastighero in modo che tu imparerai a dare i giu-
dicii. Al gentile uomo fu restituito ogni cosa, e il dottore fu .im-
piccato a una cavezza al collo. Data questa sentenza, il vescovo
d’ Elva si volse al re, e si gli disse: gia non arebbe data né Bar-
tolo né Baldo una.sentenza altnmentl che s abbn data la Mae-
sta vostra.

V.— I stato assai operato questo cardinale, ambasciadore in
pit luoghi dal papa e dal re Giovanni. Venne ambasciadore a
Firenze, nel tempo che il duea Giovanni era nel Reame, e ave-
vane occupato buona parte, mandato dal re Giovanni a richie-
dere a’ Fiorentini ‘dell’ osservanza de’ capltoh che avevano col
re Ferdinando, per I’ obligo fatto colla maesta del re Alfonso
per sua redi e sueccessori; e al-re Ferdinando erano obligati
come suo rede. Giugnendo in Firenze, sendo io con lui nell’an-
dare a sporre 1’ambasciata, presi securta di domandarlo com’egli
la voleva esporre, o in latino o in volgare. Dissemi averla ordi-
nata latina. Rispuosi, che rispetto che v’ erano pochi che sa-
pessino latino, che si farebbe piti frutto a farla volgare. Ando in
palazzo dov’ era la Signoria e collegi e molti richiesti, e ispose
elegantememe la sua orazione volgare, di natura che ne fu as-
sai-lodato e ‘commendato, e del modo del parlare, sendo oltra-
montano, e della sua prudenza. Fece ogni cosa che polé in
persuadere la Signoria e i cittadini circa I’ osservanza de’ detti
capitoli, in prestare favore al re come erano obligati; soddisfe-
ciono poi in qualche parte. Ando di- poi a Roma al pontefice, e
ritornd a Napoli;-di poi in Catalogna, dove nella perdita di Bar-
zalona s’ affatico assai in comportare quegli accordi, e fu cagione
di moltissimo bene, come sempre era suta sua natura. Venne
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